CHAPTER IX
THE FOUNDATION OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM
1895-1902
The point has now been reached where the two streams of
secondary and elementary education meet and their development
can be considered together. At the end of Chapter v, the reason
for the appointment of the Bryce Commission was given. The
Bryce Commission is noteworthy because for the first time it
included women amongst its members, and had wider terms of refer-
ence than any previous commission. Its object was "to consider
what are the best methods of establishing a well-organised system
of secondary education in England, taking into account existing
deficiencies, and having regard to such local sources of revenue from
endowment or otherwise as are available or may be made available
for this purpose, and to make recommendations accordingly." This
Commission, like the Taunton Commission, employed the usual
means of obtaining information, and, through Sir J. Fitch, Mr.
(later Professor) Findlay, and Mr. (later Sir) M. E. Sadler, secured
reports on the progress of secondary education in various countries
of Europe, Canada, and the United States.
Certain districts were selected for special study: Devonshire,
including Exeter and Plymouth; the north of England, including
Leeds, Bradford, Keighley, Manchester, and Liverpool; Bedford-
shire, and other counties. After a brief review of the work of the
Taunton Commission and the Endowed Schools Act, the Commis-
sioners emphasised with regret that four important recommenda-
tions of that Commission had not been carried out: the
establishment of a central authority for secondary education, the
creation of local authorities, the institution of a register of schools
and teachers, and the authorisation for local authorities to apply
rate-aid to secondary education. The benefits gained by the
Endowed Schools Act were only a fragment of the system the
Commission had elaborated with so much foresight and patient
statesmanship. Since the Taunton Commission, events had moved
rapidly and the Commissioners referred to the establishment of
new agencies in the field of education; School Boards for elemen-
tary education, which were now financing higher-grade schools,
a type of secondary school of the third grade; the Science and Art
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